
External Committee 12th April 2021 
Installation of a Pedestrian Footpath in front of Henley View 

 
 
 

As requested at the 8th March 2021 External Committee meeting, the suggestion of Kent 
County Council (KCC) installing a public footpath in front of Henley View in St Michaels at 
the same time as installing the pedestrian crossing in front of The Spires was sent to KCC. 
 
Attached is the response we have received from KCC.  Unfortunately, KCC do not own the 
grass strip in front of Henley View, therefore this is private land.  KCC would be willing to 
consider this as a future project, but it would be from 2023/24 financial year onwards due 
to us having two projects in the pipeline.  KCC would also expect the Town Council to fund 
the initial investigations with the residents.   
 
Proposal:  (i) to consider adding this proposal to the KCC wish list from the Town 

Council for 2023/24 onwards, or abandon the suggestion. 
(ii)  if the decision is to pursue the project, KCC should be approached in 
advance of lodging a Highways Improvement Plan, with the proposal to 
compulsorily purchase a strip of land from the freeholders for the purpose 
of the footpath 

 
 
 
 
 
Phil Burgess 
Town Clerk 
 
 
Impact on Crime and Disorder : None 
Impact on Bio-diversity  : High with hedge removal 
Budgetary Impact  : Potentially high if TTC involved 
  



Good morning Claire, 

 

Thank you for your email of support to our proposals to construct a new pedestrian crossing 

outside Spires on Ashford Road. 

 

We have been asked to consider the footway extension along Ashford Road outside Henley 

View by the county Councillor, Mr Mike Hill, who has contacted us on behalf of the Mayor of 

Tenterden, Cllr Curtis. 

 

Unfortunately the land fronting Henley View is not in Highway Authority ownership, and this 

has been confirmed by an initial search on HM Land Registry and therefore we do not have 

any rights to develop this area of land. 

 

Should a scheme be progressed to extend the footway along this section of Ashford Road 

we would need agreement from the land owners and a legal transfer of the land that would 

be required. There would likely be cost implications in obtaining the land in both legal fees 

and compensation to land owners should they be willing to give up the land. 

 

I am sorry but this is not a scheme that we currently have any funding allocated for, and it is 

likely that it will be costly in both officer time and fees to progress so it is unlikely that this we 

will be a project that we can take forward in the near future. 

 

Alternatively, the Town Council may wish to progress this is a scheme which they would 

fund? If this is the case you would need to add this to your current Highway improvement 

Plan, although there are already two other schemes waiting to progress on your list. If you 

do decide to progress this as a future scheme we would expect the Town Council to carry 

out the initial discussions and agreements with the land owners and residents of Henley 

View. 

 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Darren Hickman | Schemes Project Manager (Schemes Planning and Delivery) | 

Highway Asset Management | Ashford Highway Depot, Javelin Way, Ashford, TN24 
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